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‘Owner of dogs acquitted in mauling case
S

Ly of the victim, Joha Wesley Mickle, 45, alsa of ogy from Fairfield County . Sherifl Herman
Winnshoro, sat quistly as if in a state of disbe- Young and his-staf¥ for being charged, and, alsg, .
", - It took about three hours Thursday for a jury, lief. K for belng teken threugh fhis entire ordeal. e
te return a not-guilty verdict for Frank Pau) They immedintely and quiatly left the court- : <. *f he (Sheriff Young) cannot come and give
Speagla of Winnsboro on a charge of involuntary  rcom, declining corament. e ; Ine an apalegy, then he noeda to come dawn from-
* manzlaughter in the dog-mauling death af John Spesgle said after the vordict he wax happ:; 8 pedestal,” he ded. . L N
Wesley Mictde. . that justice prevailed. - Howaver, he  still He also'said he did not believe he would hava:
. Io sddition 1o_invel Y laugt : d bitter toward Fairfield County auther- . gotten a fair trial had it been held in Winnzboro,
i-. Bpeagle, 22, was acquitted on two counta affail- ities. . e S et ““In Fairfiel County, I was guilty. before the
ure to restrain a dangerous eaimal “They put twa Innocent dega to sloep, io'why thay moved itup
i there { got a fair trigl:

By IRYIN QOCDWIN
News Dirsctor

' Upon heating the not-guilty veniicts. Speagle ~ “My dng_s iwre ngver guil

and his family members gave a huge sigh of
olief. Some evan lot put a semi-yell of celebra-

on: :

- On.the pibies sisle of the courtroom, the fami

‘Winnsboro man ac

! Trozo Page 1
f:Be was attacked by dogs. The
prosecution said the doga
b to Speagle,
" Tha case concluded after
+ three days of testinony, It was
turned over o the Jury
Thuraday moming after they
‘ had listenad to lengthy closing
i argmments late Wednenday
; afternona.
' ° Bpeagle’s attorney, John
‘Mobley of Columbia, quea-
{ tioned if the dogs netually
* . belonged to Speagie.
' - *This was a rush to judg-
* ment,” said Mobley. “His body
; waa-found and immediately,
Tthey (authorities) rushed to
i Speagle’s bouse when he was
¢ just a concerned citizen.
i, “And I'have no explapation
- a2 to why no one bothered to
\'check any other dogs in the
ared,” before drawing the
i assumption that the vicious

¢ bemmunity hea moee than 200

1. pit bealls, 2nd 20 are in the area

i‘whaa the attack oceurred.

3+ That, said Mablay, is further

i proof authorities displeyed a

¢ yush to judgment,

ety e P
en 1§

- Bounty autharitin! handling of

“ avidence,

i “The igation required
chym, Mm%vsmhn)

“The crime scene wis not
secured,” he gaid. “Therefors,
there was no way to establish a
time. There was no way of
knowing whether the body was
attacked before or after he died,
eepecially when there were 20
pit balls in the arca and doge
all'aver the place*

Mobley also aceused authori-
tiea of botching the crima scens,
whick contained DNA evidance,

DNA findings were crucisl
state evidence in the cage.

He also contested previous
testimony of Frank Shirley,
‘who gaid he had heen attacked
by Speagle’s dogs several days
before Mickle's death.

He said Shirley was not sure
ifit nctually was Speagle’s doga
that stacked him.

The defenss attorney also
noted the testimony of several
geighborsd. who  deseribed

peagle’s doge aa being friendly
enough that they played with
theiz children,

In the states closing ArEU-
ments, Sixth Circuit Solicitor
John- R. Justice methodicaliy
attempted to shoot down
Mohtey's claima.

defense of

He acvused the
o i, g, Ao
¥ A and, iy
Ing on the profssaiodaliem
authorities. .
*They want to try something
other thag the facts of this case
and divert the focus of the case

o

e

h%u have children, s:;—
who played with these ! .
Speagle said hia thindes be shold get;an )

Mickls dipd'ig ' Fairfisld County.ony December
899, from multiple ined " i

. John Wesley Mickle in interviewnd: by.
pariers aftex he was soduitted Thureday, ©/

quitted

“n something else,”  Justice
aaid.

pui somecne elee on trial, He -
first attempted to divert atten-
tion to the Police' Department.!
and the way they investigated
this case,

“Thig i3 being done ta divert
the main thrust of this casa
away from the innocence or
guilt of Paul Spesgla * -

Justice arid that authorjlies
did a fine job in handling this
cese. He also explained the rea-. -
son na other dogs were consid-
ered in this incident,

“This inveuﬁgatinn_ was any-

tha feeth pattern of one of the

samplings, L ‘s
Ha said experts found whern

dogs in very unique.
“It shawed that no other dog |
enu]gihnv_i caused thosa bits’
“And the DNA is a conclusive
match where it was n one-in-
three trillion,” ea 'to identifying
dﬂ:.e bleod of the victim ‘on the

£
“You are talking about mare.
people that is oo this
Earth.” ; s
He eoxcluded his argument
by showing where testimany -
d}:nm:-md‘hs to other ;lnm ingi:

thing but a rush to
They went there (to Speagle’s
house) beeanse they were the .
<closest doge ko the scene of the
crime. . i vt
“And early during the inves-
tiga police began learning -
thesedoge® ..
The soficitor also nsed the
alleged words of Speagle him- -

self a8 proof as to which dogs © “Ha was walking down. the

committed the crime,, ¢ |
He said that when informed
gy autlboriﬁu Ti‘:éul: t.hf de:‘:‘h.
peagle reaponded by immedi-
wisly swkng whether or not jt
wns .

'm-fs?‘iﬁm thinl:
W e s

Frank Paul Speagie of Winnsbora, right, was

" misidentified in photos in
newspaper. Sp

o Mobley. © D gt

tion,
about the dangerous nature’of .

not to palnt Spa
m:?ﬂd;rm crk;mi

8, who was acquitted Thursdiy oa
havges In oan.::n]:tlen with a t‘;‘:lrﬂﬂd County dog
mauling osess, Is shown hers with his Igwyu. John

lon!
doge. * t . g
dJustice said the pit-bulls bit
parts of vehicles on’ two sepa-
rate occasions; to the extreme.
where two tires were flattened
He also mentioned that' the
dogs attacked and injured: a
neighbering * eat, and- also,
wovnded Fraok Shirley. |-

same path that John Mickle

wes walking” when he w

attacked. N
.la‘uﬂu told the jury he was

Fm maﬂ rl-u-um-u B

- John Wealey Mickle, right, leaves tha Chester Cow
Courthouss with his -'tlornw. dehn Mobley, atter bch:yz
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